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Hello Again Everyone! June is upon us, and Father�’s day threw us a logis cs curve ball.  Instead of the mee ng being on the 3rd 
Sunday of the month, we will push it back one week, to June 23rd.   This Newsle er includes  the May Bowie T Trak Review from 
Je  , an preview on the August Bedford show from Mar n as well as some railfanning by yours truly and the usual DCC and web 
gems.  Also, check out the Time Machine (from 2005) and the Club Calendar. 
 
In Club News,  the focus of the next few months will be works sessions (July 20 & August 17) and Trailers.  In other news, The path 
to Inc. con nues (non prot status) and the T Trak calendar is lling up. 
  
For those of you keeping up with BANTRAK via the Newsle er (and unable to a end Club Mee ngs and Events), we try and in
clude a quick summary/review of the last Club mee ng.  Our last mee ng was  hosted by the Club at the May Bowie T Trak event 
in Bowie, Md.  Topics discussed included Show & Tell, Financial review, Show Reviews/Previews, (John Hale & Chris Hyland to co
ordinate Oct. NMRA show) Trailer storage, Club Business (October Timo
nium Show T Trak gathering) and one (1) mo on for spending Club Funds 
(Club trailer acquisi on) 
 
The June mee ng has been rescheduled from June 16th (Fathers Day)  to 
June 23rd and will be at Arthur�’s house in Bal more and the July summer 
picnic will be in Ellico  City at Al Del Gaudio�’s.  (see BANTRAK Calendar on 
last page.) As always, DON�’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR SHOW & TELL .

The Current agenda items for the next Club Mee ng include:  
Show & Tell (items you just bought, created or found) 
Show Reviews/Previews  N Trak & T Trak  
Club Business update  
 DCC Loconet   (Mar n Myers) 
 Club Car Commi ee update (Bob Mohr) 
 Club Organiza on update (Tim Nixon) 
 Trailer Commi ee update (Eric Payne) 
 Oct. 2013 Timonium T Trak Gathering update (Ed/Je /Rick)  

Call for New Club Business 
 
There will be some updates to the website in the near future, so keep an 
eye out for those.   
 
Also, as a reminder,  If you have a module, or you want to build a module, 
be sure to check out the Club Calendar for Work Session this Summer.  All 
the older CLUB modules need TLC and most PERSONAL modules need a 
new coat of scenery.  These dates were set up in response to feedback 
about �“the need for some upkeep�”.  So �“Save the Date�” and come on out! 
 
As a constant reminder, please remember, we are a volunteer driven or
ganiza on so �“More Hands = Less Work�” and above all�… �“Keep It Fun�”. 

Inside this issue…Inside this issue…  
The Engineer�’s Cab .............................. 1
Gaithersburg May Review.................. 2
Bowie May Review............................... 4
Railfanning Enola @ New Freedom... 5
N&N: Conventions............................... 6
N&N: Website & Membership........... 9
N&N: Ra e Layout & Club Car ...... 10
Site of the Month & DCC Corner .... 11
Company Store & Classieds........... 12
Time Machine ..................................... 13
Call Board / Calendar ......................... 14

  
Next meeting…Next meeting…  
Sunday, June 23rd, 2013 @ 2 5pm
Location Host: Arthur Boyd
Location: Baltimore, MD.
(see roster for directions)

The Engineer�’s CabThe Engineer�’s Cab
Eric Payne
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Gaithersburg :Gaithersburg : May ReviewMay Review
Chris Hyland

I'll hu  and I'll pu  and I'll blow your layout down. Being outside has its advantages. It can be won
derful to be in the sun with the fresh air, looking at the trains go by. The smell of various restaurants 
cooking up their fares en cing you to come in to buy something from them. The sight of owers in 
the early spring and all the color they bring. It is the closest to garden railroading the N scale can op
erate at. More on this later.... 
 
 
BANTRAK set up its monthly Gaithersburg layout on the 25th of May. Way back when We were ham
mering out a schedule with the City at the last minute we pre y much se led on opera ng the 4th 
Saturday of the month. When we looked at May quickly in the calendar and saw that there was a big 
hole in the schedule, the thought quickly went "lets do it, should be a quiet weekend". Oops, some

mes there is a reason a weekend is quiet like MEMORIAL DAY. So your friendly setup guy o ered a 
way out by invoking the "No need to show up unless you want to". But I guess saying that you are 
running trains on T Trak is a bit like shou ng out "Free Beer!" at the top of your lungs. Guaranteed to 
get a crowd. And a crowd we did have. Members in a endance included, Jack Walsh, Al Del Gaudio, 
The Hylands, Cli  Enz, Je  and Chris an Peck, Ma  Chibarro, and David Balderston,  
 
We all got to Gaithersburg Sta on around 8.45. The trailer was quickly unloaded and the layout was 
set up. Things were going good un l....  
 
And then there are the mes that when you are opera ng out of a tent that you just know that 
Mother Nature is out to get you. These days consist of driving rains that wash out layouts, 100 de
gree heat that makes you want to pour yourself out of your t shirt at the end of the show and one of 
my all me favorites. Wind gusts. Not ma er how nice a day, a minor gust can sent a GEVO pulling  
Kato Beth Gons lled full of liquid lead o  the track with no problem. Houses get pulled up like build
ings from the Wizard of Oz. These are mes you just shrug you shoulders and dig in.  
 
So we shook our sts at the wind and ran trains. Al and Peck rain some very nice freight trains and 
Cli  Enz showed what happens if you just super size N scale by running another Ebay nd in the form 
of a HOe trolley on the rails. Opera ons involved watching your trains closely, but everyone seemed 
to have a good me.  
 
CSX rain many trains and we got to see the Capitol Limited run by. The big show stopper was the 
Montgomery County garbage train. It's immaculate shinny trash containers highballing at insane 
speeds down the Met. Ahh my county's tax dollars at work.  
 
Around 1.30 the gusts got higher and we decided to call it a day. Thanks again to all the members 
that came out on a holiday weekend, foregoing their chances of ea ng a corn dog and/or co on can
dy at OC to run trains with us.  
 
Chris �“Red Button�” Hyland 
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Gaithersburg :Gaithersburg : May ReviewMay Review ((continued)continued)

Chris Hyland

Pics courtesy of Je  Peck 
 
Chris 
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Bowie Tower:Bowie Tower: May ReviewMay Review
Je Peck

Sunday, May 19th started o  with a so  Spring rain, like an English rain  so light yet endless from a 
leaden sky but this did not deter a hearty band of BANTRAK members from se ng up in the wai ng 
shed at the museum in Bowie.  
 
Setup went at a quick pace and included modules from Leon, Ma  G L, Cli , Rick, the Hylands, Chris

an and myself. In deference to our loca on a stone's throwaway from the NEC, we spent most of 
the day running passenger trains spanning the rst 40 years of Amtrak with a li le VRE and a neat 
freight motor Cli  picked up for a song not unlike the ones that ran through the area on the W B & A. 
  
Despite the overcast condi ons, we had steady streams of visitors, mainly families with young 
ones...hopefully plan ng the seeds for the next genera on of modelers. At 3 we shi ed to the 
monthly business mee ng out in the picnic area featuring me outs because those big pesky trains 
kept ying past.  
 
At 4, we broke down and headed out with another successful set up under our belts. 
 
 
Jeff 
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Railfanning :Railfanning : A Few Shots Around Enola YardA Few Shots Around Enola Yard
Eric Payne

I grabbed a few shots on May 24th on a day trip to Harrisburg and New Freedom, Pennsylvania..  Enjoy !!! 
 
Eric 
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News & Notable:News & Notable: 2013 N Scale Convention (21st Annual)2013 N Scale Convention (21st Annual)

Visit the 2013 Conven on registra on website at 
www.Na onalNScaleConven on.com 

 
Registra on is now OPEN !!! 

Check out John Sing�’s ultra detailed gallery of ALL the ac on that  
happened in 2012  here 

News & Notable:News & Notable: 2013 NMRA Convention (78th Annual)2013 NMRA Convention (78th Annual)

Atlanta's Piedmont Division is proud to host the 2013 NMRA National Convention.  Located in Northwest Atlanta, the 
Cobb Galleria Centre is a beautiful facility to house the convention and the National Train Show.  

Layout tours will provide access to more than 60 layouts already showing on the annual Piedmont Pilgrimage open 
house event in each November.  Other impressive layouts from around the Southeastern Region will also be on tour. 

Click HERE for more information !!! 
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News & Notable:News & Notable: 2013 N Scale Weekend (9h Annual)2013 N Scale Weekend (9h Annual)
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News & Notable:News & Notable: C&P Junction MER ConventionC&P Junction MER Convention

The coming C&P Junc on Conven on in Rockville, Maryland, will feature all those elements you ex
pect: clinics by na onally recognized clinicians; layout tours of prominent modelers; a burs ng 
White Elephant Room, opera ons call boards for every level; a lively contest room, a Banquet and 
live Auc on. But one big di erence will be Rockville Washington and Bal more area des na on 
ci es. This is one conven on where, over the long Columbus Day weekend, you and your spouse, if 
you wish, can use the long weekend to enjoy the Washington and Bal more area: the Air and Space 
Museum, the Interna onal Spy Museum, the Newseum, the Bal more Inner Harbor, Aquarium and 
other a rac ons. C & P Junc on, Crowne Plaza Hotel (www.cprockville.com) with a free shu le to 
the Metro and other points. Visit our website:  



 

Volume 26 Issue 06 Page 9

 

New & Notable:New & Notable: BANTRAK OnlineBANTRAK Online
Ed Kapusinski, Webmaster

EDIITORS NOTE: We are in process of 
upda ng the website.  Please be pa ent. 

1. Newsle er has been posted to the website 

2. BANTRAK Forum to be discussed at June Mtg. 

3. Website design to be reviewed 
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New & Notable:New & Notable: BANTRAKMembershipBANTRAKMembership
Al Palewicz, Membership

Have an idea 
for new/

updated web 
content?   

 
Contact the  
Webmaster 

with your ideas! 

Sharing of your knowledge 
(railroading & modeling) with oth
ers of similar interests 

Access to railroading and modeling 
knowledge of other members 

Na onal exposure and recogni on 
of your endeavors in modeling 

Hands on ac vi es:  
Club modules  track, wiring and 
scenery.  Ra e layout  track and 
scenery  Members' layouts   
whatever's asked 

Recogni on as being part of a  
Na onally known club 

Purchase of surplus club property & 
access to group discounts 

Club Member Benets

BANTRAK does a signicant amount of charitable ac vity, although we rarely think of it
that way because we get pleasure out of it. When you think about it, that is �”as it
should be�” with all �“giving from the heart.�”

What is our charitable ac vity? Our major par cipa on is in the B&O Museum�’s (which
is a charitable organiza on) Annual Fes val of Trains. Our display has been a major
draw for people to come to the Museum for many years, both recent and in the past.
There are plenty more examples, this is just one.P
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The New Roster has been sent out. 
 

The current N Trak Newsle er can be found here: 
 h p://ntrak.org/Newsle er/NL 13 MA.pdf  
 
Tim & Al 
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New & Notable:New & Notable: BANTRAK Ra e LayoutBANTRAK Ra e Layout

The 2013 coordinators (Je  and Mat) will be star ng to brainstorm over the next few months.  
Stay tuned for more updates star ng in August. 
  
(P.S. be sure to see all the pics from the 2012 Ra e build sessions here).   
 
          

New & Notable:New & Notable: BANTRAK 30th Anniversary ClubBANTRAK 30th Anniversary Club

The project is coming along nicely and there is a target release date of summer 2013 (just like the real 
railroads, we are piggybacking on another order). Current sen ment is to go with a Fox Valley wagon top 
boxcar a la B&O and artwork has been nalized  from FVM and approved by the commi ee.    
 
We have conrmed enough Club Members are commi ed to meet the minimum order. 
 
Ques ons can be directed to Bob Mohr at a Club Mee ng or Show.  Next update should be at the July 
mee ng. 
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Website of the MonthWebsite of the Month:: ??????

DCC Corner:DCC Corner: (Exploring Digital Command Control)(Exploring Digital Command Control)
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Go to the Digitrax webpage, click here. 

Past Websites 
 

Ashlin Designs 
Great Lakes Models 

JMRI 
Road Signs 

Scale Town Models 
Citrus Modeling 

Aztec Trains 
BCWRR 

Banta Model Works 
GRS Micro Li ng  

Monster Modelworks 
ImagineThatLaserArt  

CMR 
Prairie Shadows 
Lunde Studios 

Shapeways 
Osborn Model Kits 

Editor�’s Note:
CMR is o ering BANTRAK a bulk

order discount on this kit (we need
3 more people) If interested, please

drop me an email.

How to install a Digitrax decoder in a Kato GG1 
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Company StoreCompany Store Shirts and Wire HarnessesShirts and Wire Harnesses

Building a module or rescuing an old one?  Get your 
wire harness.  It doesn’t get easier than this.  Color cod-
ed / pre-installed power poles included. 
 
List Priced at $25 (plus shipping and handling). 

Shirt Order Update 
 
The BANTRAK Club shirt order was distributed at the 
May meeting.  If you still haven’t picked up your shirt, 
please coordinate the pick up of the shirts from Tim. 
 

CLASSIFIEDS :CLASSIFIEDS : Module for SaleModule for Sale
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Bantrak:Bantrak: Time MachineTime Machine
 

Trolling through the Archives (March 2005) again.  Enjoy. 
        Eric 
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BANTRAK was founded in 1983 as the Greater Baltimore N-Scale Associates. Begun as a “round robin” group 
to share skills and experiences, we have expanded our focus to include participation in many diverse activities to 
promote model railroading in general and N-Scale model railroading in particular. Activities include 
participation in local, regional and national shows, meets and conventions. BANTRAK membership includes 
membership in the national NTRAK organization. 
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BANTRAKBANTRAK Call BoardCall Board
(Activities & Events of BANTRAK Club Members)

NMRA Chesapeake Div. Group Mtg. 
TBD 
Info Contact: Arthur Boyd 

BANTRAKBANTRAK 2013 Calendar2013 Calendar

This is a listing of all BANTRAK  Monthly Meetings, Field Trips, 1-Trak and T-
Trak events as well as current Volunteer Positions 

Home Layout Work Sessions 
Ongoing  
Info Contact: Al. Del Gaudio, Eric Payne, 
Ed Kapusinski 


